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The radial tuberosity encompasses two anatomical
structures: the enthesis of the biceps brachii insertion
and the footprint of the bicipitoradial bursa (Chew
and Giuffrè, 2005). Anatomical descriptions of the size
of the biceps brachii enthesis footprint vary from only
a couple of millimetres in width to covering an area of
around 3cm2 (Chew and Giuffrè, 2005; Mazzocca
et al., 2007; Forthman et al., 2008; Nolte and Wilczak,
2013). Differentiating these two footprints on skeletal
remains using visual macroscopic methods is difficult.
Furthermore, changes often occur across the radial tu-
berosity. For these reasons, the working group on
methodology decided to amend the description of the
extent of zone 2 from that of the original method paper
(Henderson et al., 2013) to include the full radial
tuberosity (Figure 1(a)). This should reduce interob-
server error caused by recording different extents of
the enthesis and should be easier to apply to skeletons.
In the biceps brachii attachment textural change can

be seen both as the granular change described for the
new method (Henderson et al., 2015) but also has ver-
tically aligned fibres giving a striated appearance
(Figure 1(b)). This latter change is seen more

commonly at this enthesis than the granular change.
This striated textural change should therefore also be
recorded under the heading textural change. The new
definition for textural change now reads: A non-
smooth, diffuse granular texture (with the appearance
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Figure 1. (a) Zones 1 and 2 for the biceps brachii insertion. (b) Exam-
ple of striated textural change most obvious on the inferior half below
the macropore. With thanks to the Department of Life Sciences, Uni-
versity of Coimbra for access to their collections to photograph.
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of fine grained sandpaper) or a vertically aligned stri-
ated surface. This should only be recorded if it covers
more than 50% of the surface.
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